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A NEW SPECIES OF COMMELINA. 
By J. Burtt Davy. 


Commelina Rogersii Burtt Davy sp. nov., affinis (ut videtur) C. fili- 
foliae K. Schum., a qua caulibus durioribus, foliis brevioribus, spathis 
pilosis breviter (nec longe) acuminatis, spathae nervis paucioribus, 
differt. 

Herba perennis (?); caules lignosi, rigidi, teretes, puberuli, pur- 
purascentes, circiter 30 cm. alti, basi 1-5 mm. diametro, internodiis 
infra longe exsertis, apicem versus vaginis foliaribus + imbricatis 
obtectis. Folia puberula prominenter nervosa, vaginis brevibus 3—4 
mm. longis, lamina subulata conduplicata rigida, 3—4 cm. longa, plicata 
ad medium circiter 1 mm. lata, utrinque attenuata, margine basin versus 
pilis nonnullis rigidis septatis instructo. Spathae falcatae breviter acumi- 
natae, pilis albidis septatis instructae, simpliciter plicatae, 13 nervatae, 
18 mm. longae, ad medium 6:5 mm. latae ; pedunculus circiter 1 cm. 
ìongus. Flores atque fructus haud visi. 

South Africa. Transvaal: Pietersburg, flg. April 1915 Rogers 
14142 ! in Kew Herb., typus. 

Perennial (?) herb ; stems about 30 cm. high and 1-5 mm. diameter 
at base, woody rigid terete puberulent purplish; internodes long- 
exserted below, clothed above with the more or less imbricate leaf- 
sheaths. Leaves puberulent, prominently nerved ; sheaths short 3—4 
mm. long; blades 3—4 cm. long, subulate conduplicate, rigid, about 
l mm. broad in the middle when folded, tapering to both ends ; basal 
margin with a few stout rigid septate hairs. Spathes falcate, shortly 
acuminate, pilose with whitish septate hairs, simply folded, 13-nerved, 
18 mm. long, 6-5 mm. broad at the middle; peduncle about 1 cm. 
long. Flowers and fruit not seen. 

From C. subulata Roth which, also, has narrow leaves, it differs in 
the more woody stems, shorter more rigid leaves, and larger spathes. 


